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Furman reports 
Luce Foundation selects Brooks for prestigious award 
Richard Brooks '00, a third-year medical 
student at Duke University, has been named 
a Luce Scholar by the Henry Luce 
Foundation. 
This year, the foundation is providing 
stipends and internships for 1 5  young 
Americans to live and work in Asia for a 
year. The program's purpose is to increase 
awareness of Asia among future leaders 
in American society by providing an 
opportunity for study and cultural and 
personal enrichment. 
he needs to pursue his interests in such 
more specialized areas as epidemiology, 
nutrition, and environmental and occupa­
tional medicine. 
For now, though, he is enthusiastically 
anticipating the opportunity to, as he says, 
"learn, in depth, about another culture 
with which I have absolutely no prior 
experience." He adds, "The year in Asia 
will expand my horizons and give me a 
new perspective that I wouldn't be able to 
gain in any other way. In the process, I 
also hope to learn more about myself and 
about U.S. culture. There's no better way 
to learn what it really means to be from 
the United States than to travel in another 
country." 
Candidates must be American citizens 
who have received at least a bachelor's 
degree and are no more than 29 years old 
on September 1 of the year they enter the 
program. Furman is one of 65 select 
colleges and universities nationwide invited 
to submit nominations for the prestigious 
award. 
Richard Brooks earned the 2000 
Scholarship Cup. 
A native of Knoxville, Tenn., Brooks 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa, summa cum 
laude from Furman with a degree in 
biology. At the 2000 Commencement Brooks, who is also completing a 
master's degree in public health at the 
University of North Carolina, will spend 
the 2003-04 year in Thailand, then return 
to Duke for his fmal year of medical school. 
His options will likely include a govern­
ment agency or think tank, a university 
with a department of public health, or an 
agency associated with the United Nations 
or another global group. 
language learning before the trip even 
begins. So I ' ll spend the summer in 
Madison, Wisconsin, at the Southeast Asia 
Studies Summer Institute, learning language 
there." 
he received the Scholarship Cup, awarded 
to the graduate with the highest academic 
average. 
Furman's first Luce Scholar, Cass 
DuRant '89, worked in a foreign policy 
think tank in Seoul, South Korea, in 1 996-
97. Today she works for the international 
affairs division of the Office of Manage­
ment and Budget in Washington, D.C. 
Brooks says he is especially drawn 
He says, "The Luce is great in so many 
ways. They pay for a summer of intensive 
to the relationship between health, global­
ization, urbanization and the environment. 
He hopes to do a residency in internal 
medicine after graduating from Duke, 
which will give him the broad background 
Class of 2006 Survey turns up interesting facts and figures about first-year Paladins 
S ince 1 972 Furman has participated in an annual survey of the 
nation's college freshmen coordinated by the Higher Education 
Research Institute and the American Council on Education, based 
at UCLA. 
The survey is a valuable source of information about entering 
students' high school experiences, thei r  attitudes and their 
expectations of college. 
Here are a few selected facts from Furman's Class of 2006 -
the freshmen who entered in the fal l :  
• Almost 80 percent had average grades of  A- or higher in  
high school. 
• Twenty-two percent live more than 500 miles from Furman. 
• More than 90 percent took at least one Advanced Placement 
course in high school. Forty-six percent took more than three. 
• Twenty-four percent applied to more than five colleges. 
• Eighty-three percent reported that Furman was their first 
choice college. 
• Seventy-three percent had traveled outside the United States 
before coming to Furman. 
• One-third said that they frequently feel overwhelmed by 
all they have to do. 
• Almost 90 percent intend to pursue an adv,anced degree. 
• Fourteen percent plan to become physicians, 9 percent 
lawyers, 8 percent business executives. 
When asked what objectives they considered to be essential 
in their lives, 85 percent said "raising a family," 73 percent said 
"integrating spirituality into my life," 72 percent said "helping others 
who are in difficulty," 64 percent said "becoming an authority in 
my field," and 57 percent said "developing a meaningful philosophy 
of life." 
Students' top three reasons for choosing to attend Furman were 
the university's academic reputation, size and the amount of financial 
aid they received. More than half said that they expected to take 
part in a study abroad program while at Furman, and about half 
said the chances were very good that they would participate in 
volunteer or community service work. Ninety-nine percent brought 
a computer with them or said they intended to buy one this year. 
More than half brought laptops. 
Eighty-five percent said that the federal government should 
do more to discourage energy consumption. Forty-six percent 
characterized their political views as conservative, 1 7  percent 
as l iberal. 
